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Ramsey Town Council 
 
The Town Council received professional planning support from NEIGHBOURHOOD-PLAN.CO.UK 
during the production of this Neighbourhood Plan. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For any query relating to the Neighbourhood Plan contact: 
Clerk to Ramsey Town Council 
Email: neighbourhood.plan@ramseytowncouncil.gov.uk  
 
 

Website - https://www.ramseytowncouncil.gov.uk/  
Facebook -  https://www.facebook.com/RamseyNeighbourhoodPlan/  

 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD-PLAN.CO.UK 

mailto:neighbourhood.plan@ramseytowncouncil.gov.uk
https://www.ramseytowncouncil.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/RamseyNeighbourhoodPlan/
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Introduction 
 
This Statement has been prepared to accompany The Ramsey Communities Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (“the Neighbourhood Plan”) under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) 
Regulations 2012 (“the Regulations”). The relevant local planning authority is Huntingdonshire 
District Council.  
 
The policies described in the Neighbourhood Plan relate to the development and use of land in 
the designated Neighbourhood Area only. The document sets out the period of the Neighbourhood 
Plan which is from 2026 to 2046.  
 
This Consultation Statement (hereafter ‘the report’) complies with Regulation 15(1)(b) of the 
Regulations. The report includes the following information as required by Regulation 15(2)(a)-(d): 

a) Details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 
neighbourhood development plan 

b) an explanation of how they were consulted 
c) a summary of the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 
d) a description of how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where 

relevant, addressed in the proposed neighbourhood development plan 
 
 

Aims of the Consultation 
 
The aim of our consultation was to ensure that every household and key stakeholder had the 
opportunity to participate. By gathering community views our primary aim was to develop a shared 
vision for the local area.  
 
The process aims were to allow the 
community to plan for growth in a way 
that tackles local challenges but also 
complements the broader Local Plan, 
also aiding the fostering of a closer 
relationship between residents, 
developers and Huntingdonshire 
District Council 
 
Aims of our Neighbourhood Plan 
Consultation: 

• Empower our Community:  
To give local people a stronger voice in planning for their area and influencing decisions 
about new homes, shops, and infrastructure.  
 

• Shape Development:  
To determine where new development should go, what it should look like, and what 
infrastructure and services are needed.  
 

• Address Local Needs:  
To create a plan that reflects the specific needs and priorities of the community, rather 
than just the wider local authority's plans.  
 

• Guide Future Growth:  
To provide a clear roadmap for how the neighbourhood should grow and change over 
time.  
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• Promote Sustainable Development:  

To ensure that development occurs in a way that is sustainable and beneficial to the 
community.  
 

• Foster Positive Relationships:  
To encourage collaboration and better relationships between the community, 
developers, and the local planning authority.  
 

• Build Local Support:  
To gain broad community support for the final neighbourhood plan.  
 

 

Background Information to the 
Consultation 
 
We started by inviting people to a Neighbourhood Plan meeting in March 2024. We produced a 
postcard advertising the meeting which was circulated to every household within the Ramsey 
Neighbourhood (town and villages). We also displayed posters and shared the information across 
social media pages locally 
 

         
 
Forty-six residents attended the first meeting as well as eight Town Councillors. Notes from the 
meeting can be found at Appendix A.  
 
A further meeting was organised for April 2024. This was attended by thirty residents and five 
Town Councillors, see Appendix B. 
 
We then went on to form a Steering Group of local residents who would consider the main points 
raised within the meetings – primarily this was around everyone having a chance to feed-in, 
making sure the villages knew they were included and securing professional support, especially 
around planning policies. 
 
A Facebook page was launched and regular slots obtained within the local quarterly newsletter.  
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Community Consultation Initial 
Survey 
 
The Steering Group spent a number of sessions discussing the consultation questions. What needed 
to be included and ensuring there were no leading questions. The questions were broken down 
into main areas, which included: Open Spaces and Recreation, Education, Transport and Highways 
Infrastructure, Housing, Heritage, Local Services, Entertainment and Leisure. There was also a 
separate survey for local businesses.  
 
Publicity was planned which included online access to the survey – shared via a number of websites 
and social media pages. The Steering Group also planned a survey roadshow and hard copy surveys 
were available at summer events and outside local supermarkets. 
 

         
 
A number of local events were attended by members of the Steering Group to engage with local 
residents, this included: 

• Church Fete at Abbey Green (Ramsey) – 31 May 2025 

• Fen Fair at the Ramsey Rural Museum (Ramsey) – 8 June 2025 

• Picnic in the Park (Ramsey Forty Foot) – 21 June 2025 

• Strawberry Tea (Ramsey Heights and Ramsey St Mary’s) – 29 June 2025 

• Merefest (Ramsey Mereside) – 5 July 2025 

• Createfest at Ramsey 1940s Camp (Ramsey) – 12 July 2025 

• Tesco Supermarket (Ramsey) – 6 August 2025 

• Ramsey Skate Park Opening (Ramsey) – 9 August 2025 
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In addition, the pop-up posters were left at some community events where it had not been possible 
for members of the Steering Group to attend. 
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Survey Results 
 
The survey was run online across May, June, July and August 2025 with separate surveys for 
residents and businesses. The online platform Survey Monkey was used. Although meant to end at 
the end of August, the surveys still 
accepted responses into September 
2025. Hard copies of the survey were also 
available at events and at the Town 
Council offices. 
 
Our survey was completed by 389 
residents, with 94% living within Ramsey 
Parish. This included responses from 
people living within the town and all 
Ramsey villages. Credit needs to be given 
to the steering group, ensuring they 
visited all villages, as well as being seen 
at key community locations, such as outside Tesco. The remaining 6% are responses from the 
neighbouring parish of Bury. These residents do use Ramsey for services, shops and secondary 
school. 
 
How long people have lived in the area 

 
 
The age range of residents completing surveys 
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When asked whether people within the household had disabilities or additional needs 22% 
responded yes and 78% said no. 
 
Residents were then asked how they rated Ramsey as a place to live: 

 
 
When questioning people about what they valued most about living within Ramsey these key 
themes came out: People, community, countryside, quiet, friendly, rural area, shops and customer 
service, amenities. 
 
Their dislikes were: Lack of services, particularly NHS dentists and GP availability, poor transport 
links, lack of public transport, how the area is being built up with a lack of infrastructure, shops 
(lack of choice), increased traffic, road conditions, lorries through town centre (tunnels under 
road). 
 
People were then asked about green spaces and how important they were to them. Ramsey is a 
rural area but much of the surrounding countryside is agricultural land rather than accessible green 
spaces. Here are the responses: 
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People were using the green spaces for leisure and recreation – walking, sport, quiet reflection, 
events, and family time. When asked about which green spaces people used, all sites within the 
list were well used, with the following scoring most highly: Church Green (275), Abbey Green 
(272), Rural Museum Field (262). 
 
Residents were asked how they would like to see recreational spaces improved and gave the 
following responses: More bins, better/more play equipment, more for teenagers, more planting 
and trees. There were general comments about leaving them alone and not building on them.  
 
People completing the survey were asked ‘Do you have children under 18?’ The following results 
were given: Yes 33% and No 67% 

 
 



 
 

14 

We then asked whether these educational facilities were within or outside of the Ramsey Parish 
area. 76% were within and 24% were travelling outside of the area. 
 
Here’s how they rated the provision: 51% Excellent or Good, 20% Poor, 29% Don’t Know 
 
When asked how educational facilities could be improved the key themes were: School 
infrastructure improved, another primary school, nursery places available locally, and adult 
education provision. 
 
We then moved onto questions about traffic and highway infrastructure.  
 
Residents were asked how many vehicles they had within their household. Here are the responses: 

 
 
We also asked about their regular transport methods. 
 

 
 
We wanted to establish where people worked to assess travelling distances. The working from 
home response remains high following the Covid Pandemic. 
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We asked people if they were concerned about the volume of traffic within the area. 79% answered 
Yes, and 21% answered No. 
 
When asked whether road safety was a concern. 74% answered Yes and 26% No. 
 
We asked about the road infrastructure and got the following results. 87% were concerned and 
13% were not. 
 
The main points that came out about road infrastructure were: potholes, cracks in roads, road 
subsidence, the narrow High Street in Ramsey, and increasing volume of traffic. People also 
commented on a lack of cycleways, the narrow footpaths, dangerous parking. The roads and 
pavements being poorly maintained, and villages are not accessible to Ramsey other than by car. 
 
There were comments about the community growing and new homes being built but not enough 
parking within the town for the current population. When asked about parking 79% answered Yes 
to difficulty parking and 21% answered No. 
 
We then moved onto housing, and why people felt more housing may be needed.  
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People were asked where the best places for housing were and gave the following responses – 
Brownfield, Stocking Fen, Beyond Tesco (off St Marys Road), Upwood (old airbase). There were 
lots of comments about being against more housing without the appropriate infrastructure in place 
first.  
 
When asked about the types of development or housing the following were prioritised – small-
medium developments and individual plots. People felt a mix of 1-2 beds, 3-4 beds, bungalows 
and sheltered housing were required. There was a definite no to more flats. It came out strongly 
that people wanted their grown-up children to be able to stay in the area to raise families, and 
that they also wanted accommodation suitable for older family members. Having a connection to 
the area was also a priority so that families could support one another, rather than housing going 
to people from outside the area with no support network.  
 

 
 
We also asked people about the type of ownership they felt was important, with the following 
results: 
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We then moved onto talking about the heritage of the area. We asked people how important they 
felt it was to protect our heritage sites. 81% answered Extremely and 13% said Very. 
 
When asked how important it was that heritage sites were accessible to them. 76% answered 
Extremely and 16% said Very. It is quite clear that our community value the history and character 
of where they live. People spoke about Ramsey being unique and distinctive, having historical 
significance, it’s rural character and charm, our agricultural heritage and rural traditions, as well 
as the community events, support and community spirit. These are things they are keen to protect 
and don’t want to lose through overdevelopment of the area. It is important for our Neighbourhood 
Plan to acknowledge this.  
 

 

Pre-submission (Regulation 14) 
Statutory Engagement 
 
Consultation with statutory and other consultees will take place over the statutory 6-week period 
as required by the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. Statutory consultation will 
be undertaken utilising information available including any consultee details that need to be 
obtained from Huntingdonshire District Council. Consultation will also be undertaken with local 
residents and businesses. Neighbouring Parish Councils will be consulted. 
 
The Town Council will use the Town Council website to host the consultation material and to 
provide updates for the local community. It will also use social media to disseminate information. 
 
This stage will comply with Regulation 14 of the Regulations, which is set out below: 
“Before submitting a plan proposal to the local planning authority, a qualifying body must— 
(a) publicise, in a manner that is likely to bring it to the attention of people who live, work or 
carry on business in the neighbourhood area— 
(i) details of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan; 
(ii) details of where and when the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan may be 
inspected; 
(iii) details of how to make representations; and 
(iv) the date by which those representations must be received, being not less than 6 weeks from 
the date on which the draft proposal is first publicised; 
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(b) consult any consultation body referred to in paragraph 1 of Schedule 1 whose interests the 
qualifying body considers may be affected by the proposals for a neighbourhood development 
plan; and 
(c) send a copy of the proposals for a neighbourhood development plan to the local planning 
authority.” 
 
In addition to local publicity, Huntingdonshire District Council usually also publicise the 
consultation for Neighbourhood Plans on their website. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan and supporting documents will be made available via the neighbourhood 
plan pages of the Town Council website. In addition, hard copies of the Neighbourhood Plan will 
be made available at certain deposit locations. Representations will be able to be made 
electronically or by hard copy. 
 
 
 
  



 
 

19 

Appendix A – Initial Public Meeting 
 
Notes from Ramsey Neighbourhood Plan Meeting – 5th March 2024, 6pm 

 

Forty-six residents were in attendance alongside eight Ramsey Town Councillors and the Clerk. There 
was representation from all Ramsey villages, as well the town. 

The group were informed that Ramsey Town Council had started the planning process by submitting 
the whole Parish as our designated Neighbourhood Plan area. This was approved by Huntingdonshire 
District Council on 6th February 2024. 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/ 

Everyone present was invited to complete post-it’s so we could gather feedback relating to main 
issues being faced in Ramsey, alongside more positive feedback about what’s good about the area. 
The table below shows the feedback (in no particular order): 

ISSUES POSITIVES 
Access to doctors and nhs dentists / wait 
time for ambulances 
Too many new homes without appropriate 
infrastructure 

Community spirit / strong community / Care 
for the vulnerable 

Lack of police presence / speeding issues / 
drug related issues / anti-social behaviour 

Independent shops, Dine-out events, 
monthly markets and events 

School places  Historic areas, heritage sites, events put on 
at the Rural Museum and Camp, Churches 
and community centres 

Sit down eateries needed / nighttime 
economy 

Green spaces, park facilities, nice planting 
areas and benches, Ramsey in Bloom, 
Walled Garden 

Lack of public transport / poor bus services 
from villages 

Sporting clubs and facilities, One leisure, two 
golf courses 

Communication / Town Council need to post 
on Spotted as their page only has few 
hundred followers / Put more things to vote 
(keep democracy alive) 
Next meeting – add teams or Webex 
conference call 

Welcome back, shop local campaigns 

Dog fouling Volunteering opportunities / volunteer litter 
picks 

River – landscaping needed, improvements 
for tourism 

The Library and Ramsey Neighbourhoods 
Trust – putting on activities for all ages 

Condition of roads and some pathways / 
potholes. Lack of footpaths between villages 
and Ramsey / no cycle-paths 

New Town Hall and Town Council more 
accessible, also wanting to make Ramsey 
better 

Improving appearance of High Street / 
Pedestrian crossing needed on High St / 
traffic lights at junction of High St and Great 
Whyte needed 

Wide range of community groups and 
activities for all ages 

Greater variety of shops / too many 
takeaways and barbers / Vape shop is an 

Youth activities, plenty for young to do 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/planning/neighbourhood-planning/
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issue / another supermarket needed / 
smaller shops need support / affordable 
shops needed 
Poor street lighting The food bank 
Parking issues (town) / electric charging 
needed (town and at all new homes) 

Post Office 

We don’t know what S106 and CIL has been 
spent on 

Job search scheme and training courses 

Lack of community hub in Ramsey St Marys  
Concern about sewerage facilities with so 
many new houses 

 

Younger people needed on Town Council  
Bank closures / lack of cash points  
Construction traffic damaging the roads / 
lorries coming through the town / Bypass 
Bury by Western route 

 

Parking issues / inconsiderate parking / lack 
of enforcement 

 

Rumour about pedestrianisation of Great 
Whyte 

 

Youngsters don’t have anywhere to go  
Poor internet and phone signal (town centre)  
Flooding / road gullies blocked  
Still no skate park  
Hollow Lane congestion as school comes out  
Traffic calming needed / speed bumps / one 
way system needed in parts of town 

 

Ramsey Abbeys future / What will happen to 
Abbey House? 

 

No green network  
More pride in our town and community  
A need for more bungalows (like Green Park, 
Chatteris) 

 

Holme and other train crossing (sometimes 
40 min wait) 

 

 

Councillor Val Fendley briefly explained how a Neighbourhood Plan focusses primarily on 
development, giving the community more say about the area in which they live and work. She 
explained how Huntingdonshire Local Plan was put together by Huntingdonshire District Council and 
that we as a community had an opportunity to feed in via a Neighbourhood Plan, which takes time to 
develop and would need to be accepted by a community referendum. A handout showing the ‘Getting 
started’ process was distributed. This came from: 

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/ 

Points that came-up during the discussions were: 

1. Section 106 funding and CIL contributions from developers – how much this was. 
2. Why Ramsey hadn’t completed a Neighbourhood Plan before now if contributions would be 

higher with a Neighbourhood Plan 
3. Timescales – how long this process would take. 

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/
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4. Concerns about infrastructure – current developments already having an impact on schools, 
doctors, roads. 

 

Val also touched briefly on an ‘example’ vision for Ramsey. She noted that the issues raised during the 
evening were not a surprise to Councillors, who are also local residents. There had been some initial 
work on pulling together a ‘vision’ for the future as a starting point. This can be worked on, amended, 
developed over time as consultation continues. The group seemed to agree with points made within 
this: 

By 2036, Ramsey Parish will be an even better place to live, work and visit:  
➢ The town’s historic core and unique architecture will have been protected and our open spaces will be 
enjoyed by residents and visitors alike.  
➢ The community spirit, amenities and leisure facilities, alongside improved schools with excellent 
educational opportunities will ensure Ramsey remains as ‘one of the top ten places to live in 
Cambridgeshire’ – praised by Lifestyle Brand Muddy Stilettos 2022. 
➢ The towns economic offer, particularly within the retail sector will have improved significantly, helping 
to keep Ramsey vibrant and relevant.  
➢ Traffic flows through the town will be managed appropriately, there will be clear parking areas and 
electric vehicle charging points for visitors and residents. Some areas in the town centre will be 
pedestrianised. 
➢ Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) will have helped us maintain essential infrastructure for our 
growing community, including primary care services. 
➢ Developments elsewhere in the district will provide opportunity for Ramsey residents through improved 
infrastructure, access routes and community transport. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 7:30pm with a promise of another event following quite quickly due to capacity 
issues within the meeting room. The next meeting will be held at Ramsey Community Centre – times of 
day will be explored to ensure as many people as possible can be accommodated.  

Feedback will be shared by email to attendees who gave email addresses and more widely via the 
Town Council webpage and social media. Everyone was thanked for their participation. 
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Appendix B – Second Public Meeting 
 
Notes from Ramsey Neighbourhood Plan Meeting – 4th April 2024 

Thirty residents attended the second meeting, alongside five Ramsey Town Councillors and the Clerk 
(for support at start of meeting). Some people who attended the first meeting had given apologies. 
There was some discussion around keeping people engaged. 

Everyone was welcomed by Cllr Steve Corney who gave a recap about Neighbourhood Planning and 
introduced Samantha Johnston. Samantha works for a neighbouring planning authority but lives in one 
of the Ramsey villages. After checking with her employer around conflict of interest she was informed 
she could support us and that there was no conflict. She has already given valuable advice about 
process, buying in specialist support early and around timescales for securing funding from Locality. 
Samantha talked about planning policy, which is an area we already recognise we will need support. 

Cllr Val Fendley then led a group exercise. Residents were asked to discuss in their table groups how 
they would reach as many people as possible during the consultation. What methods should be used? 
There were some really interesting conversations – suggestions below: 

Create a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) Logo Make sure all villages are visited 
Develop a specific NP website Use village newsletters (Meresider) 
Link social media to website Promote via Radio 
Social media for consulting (Facebook & X) Ensure younger people are reached – parents 

and children (our future) 
Promotional videos and images School newsletters / parent mail – also talk at 

schools 
Online surveys – use QR codes to link directly 
on publicity 

Via community groups – meetings and email 
groups 

Royal Mail door-drop / mailshots Exhibition in Library 
Newspapers and newsletters Pre-school noticeboards 
Surveys (paper copies) / drop off points in 
community 

Display on community bus 

Canvas (door knocking) Visit sheltered housing complexes / older 
people’s homes 

Leaflets direct to homes Doctors surgeries noticeboards / flyers 
Stalls/stands at events and market days Promote outside polling stations 
Be at big events – heritage days, dine outs etc Consult at youth clubs 
Shop notice boards / windows Lots of sports teams – promote for them to 

circulate 
Town Council / Library notice boards Tap into existing groups, churches, clubs 
Consult businesses / business meetings Consult at different times of day and in 

variety of ways for all 
Paid for surveys – upon submittal, or 
incentivise completing (competition / prizes) 

To keep people engaged, share progress and 
updates to people 

  
 

Each group gave their feedback and there was some discussion around ensuring the villages felt 
included, and in fact even realised that this Neighbourhood Plan included them and their villages. 
There was a suggestion to call the NP – The Ramseys Neighbourhood Plan and to ensure that any logo 
showed clearly it was the whole Parish area. Some residents said the word ‘parish’ meant nothing to 
them. They also hadn’t realised that Bury was a separate Parish area with their own NP. 
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The meeting closed at 8pm. Everyone was asked to give a response as they left. Would they like to: 

1. Be part of the Steering Group going forward, helping to plan and take actions?  
2. Help during the main consultation?  
3. Be kept informed of progress? 

We will also now ask these questions via email, directly to people on the mailing list from first meeting.  

Another meeting will be arranged for the people who wish to sit on the steering group. Their initial 
actions will be: 

• Develop a logo 
• Contact Huntingdonshire District Council Planning – find out what support they can offer 
• Investigate professional specialist support (costs and process) 
• Submit grant application to Locality 
• If grant process takes time, investigate Ramsey Town Council funding initially 
• Develop consultation questions 

Any questions or queries can still be sent to neighbourhood.plan@ramseytowncouncil.gov.uk while 
the steering group becomes established. 

Thank you all for your support this far. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:neighbourhood.plan@ramseytowncouncil.gov.uk
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